Week 1-2


Week 1-2


Micro-Credentials & Professional Certificates for Adult Learners

Extension School Model • Open Enrollment
Welcome to the Historical Preservation Academy (HPA) Extension Programs. Modeled after elite open-enrollment institutions, our curriculum is designed for working professionals, historians, preservationists, and lifelong learners. We offer flexible, stackable micro-credentials that build toward comprehensive Professional Certificates.
The "Earn Your Way In" Model: Admission to the full certificate program is granted upon successful completion (grade of B or higher) of your first foundational course. All courses run on an intensive 8-week schedule.

Certificate in Architectural Heritage & Building Conservation
Equips learners with the skills to analyze, document, and preserve historical structures.
AH-101: Global Survey of Architecture: Antiquity to Modernism
Covers structural engineering, aesthetics, and cultural contexts from Roman arches to Postmodern steel.
AH-102: Regional & Vernacular Architecture
Studies local building traditions, material choices, and domestic architecture (e.g., English Baroque, Palladian estates, Gilded Age mansions).
AH-201: Preservation Ethics, Law, & Adaptive Reuse
Examines local zoning, historic registry designations, tax incentives, and repurposing historic structures.
AH-202: Architectural Documentation & Site Surveying
Practical training in archival research, visual auditing, measuring, and drafting historic
structures.
Certificate Capstone: Historic Structure Report (HSR) or local landmark
nomination portfolio.


Certificate in Visual Culture & Curatorial Foundations
Designed for museum volunteers, gallery personnel, and cultural arts writers seeking formal methodology.
ARTH-101: Masterworks of Western & Global Art
Analytical survey of painting, sculpture, and decorative arts from the Middle Ages through Modernism.
ARTH-102: Methodologies of Art History
Teaches formal analysis, iconography, provenance research, and social history methods.
ARTH-201: Decorative Arts, Furniture, & Material Culture
Traces the history of interior aesthetics, textiles, metalwork, and functional craftsmanship.
ARTH-202: Curatorial Practice & Digital Exhibitions
Hands-on training in cataloguing artwork, writing exhibit labels, and designing digital/
physical gallery spaces.
Certificate Capstone: Curated digital exhibition proposal featuring a catalog
essay and gallery floor plan.


Certificate in Public History & American Heritage Interpretation
Geared toward historic site administrators, archivists, and writers focused on early American history and regional culture.
HH-101: The Atlantic World (1492–1800)
Examines the movement of people, political philosophies, and trade between Europe, Africa, and the Americas.
HH-102: Ideology & Culture in Early America
Traces the intellectual, social, and architectural influences of European traditions on the American Republic.

HH-201: Society, Economy, & Culture of the Antebellum South
A deep dive into the plantation economy, social stratification, labor systems, and domestic
life prior to the Civil War.
HH-202: Heritage Interpretation & Living History
Focuses on public history methodologies, ethical representation of difficult histories, and
managing heritage tourism sites.
Certificate Capstone: Comprehensive Public History Interpretation Plan for a
historic site.




Duration: 8 Weeks | Format: Asynchronous Lectures + Live Seminars
Week 1	Foundations of the Built Environment: Materials, gravity, and the Post-and-Lintel system. Egypt and early Near East.
	Week 2
	The Classical World: Greek orders, proportion, and the Roman arch/ vault revolution (concrete).

	Week 3
	Sacred Spaces: Byzantine domes, Romanesque massing, and the structural triumph of the Gothic cathedral.

	Week 4
	The Renaissance: Humanism, symmetry, and the revival of antiquity (Brunelleschi, Palladio).

	Week 5
	Baroque & Rococo: Architecture as theatrical display and power in Europe.

	Week 6
	The Industrial Revolution: Iron, glass, and the birth of new building typologies (train stations, exhibition halls).

	Week 7
	The Rise of the Skyscraper: The Chicago School, steel frames, and the elevator.

	Week 8
	Modernism & Beyond: The International Style, Bauhaus, and Postmodern critiques. Final Exam & Essay.


Focus: Stately Homes, Estates, and Domestic Architecture.
Week 1	What is Vernacular? Climate, local materials, and cultural tradition vs. 'High Architecture'.

	Week 2
	The British Country House I: Tudor fortification to the early Jacobean manor.

	Week 3
	The British Country House II: The English Baroque and the grandeur of estates like Blenheim Palace.

	Week 4
	The British Country House III: Palladianism and the Georgian obsession with classical symmetry.

	Week 5
	Early American Adaptation: Colonial vernacular (saltbox, Cape Cod) vs. Georgian imports.

	Week 6
	The Antebellum Plantation House: Greek Revival dominance and the architecture of the Southern planter elite.

	Week 7
	The American Gilded Age: Beaux-Arts mansions, Newport cottages, and Biltmore Estate.

	Week 8
	Architecture of the Servant Class: Analyzing back-stairs layout, outbuildings, and invisible labor design. Final Project.

	Week 1-2
	History of Preservation: From saving Mount Vernon to the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.

	Week 3-4
	The Secretary of the Interior's Standards: Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Reconstruction defined.

	Week 5-6
	Legal Frameworks: The National Register of Historic Places, local zoning laws, and historic district commissions.

	Week 7-8
	Adaptive Reuse: Economic incentives, tax credits, and case studies of successful modern interventions in historic shells.




HISTORICAL PRESERVATIONIST ACADEMY
ACADEMIC PROGRAMS GUIDE
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Archival Research: Utilizing deeds, Sanborn Fire Insurance maps, historic photos, and census data.
	Week 3-4
	Visual Auditing: Identifying alterations, additions, and reading the "scars" of a building's history.

	Week 5-6
	Field Measuring & Drafting: Techniques for accurate site measuring and creating basic floor plans/elevations.

	Week 7-8
	The Historic Structure Report (HSR): Compiling research, condition assessments, and treatment recommendations.





Week 1-2	Antiquity to Middle Ages: Greco-Roman ideals, Byzantine icons, and the illuminated manuscript.
	Week 3-4
	The Renaissance & Baroque: The shift from religious to secular patronage; linear perspective, light, and drama.

	Week 5-6
	19th Century Revolutions: Neoclassicism, Romanticism, and the birth of Impressionism.

	Week 7-8
	Modernism to Contemporary: Cubism, Surrealism, Pop Art, and the shift to conceptual installations.

	Week 1-2
	Formal Analysis: Developing a visual vocabulary to dissect composition, color, line, and texture.

	Week 3-4
	Iconography & Semiotics: Decoding symbols and hidden meanings in religious and historical works.

	Week 5-6
	Social History of Art: Marxist, Feminist, and Post-Colonial approaches to analyzing who makes art and why.

	Week 7-8
	Provenance & The Art Market: Tracing ownership history, the role of auction houses, and restitution claims.


The Guild System to the Factory: How craftsmanship evolved through the Industrial Revolution.
	Week 3-4
	Furniture Periods: Identifying key styles (e.g., Chippendale, Hepplewhite, Empire, Victorian).

	Week 5-6
	Ceramics, Glass, & Silver: Status symbols of the dining room from the 17th to 19th centuries.

	Week 7-8
	The Arts & Crafts Movement: The backlash against industrialization; Morris, Stickley, and the return to the handmade.

	Week 1-2
	The Role of the Curator: Balancing academic research with public engagement and institutional mission.

	Week 3-4
	Writing for the Gallery: Crafting compelling exhibition narratives and accessible object labels.

	Week 5-6
	Collection Management: Basics of accessioning, condition reporting, and proper handling of artifacts.

	Week 7-8
	Digital Curation: Utilizing omeka/content management systems to build engaging online exhibitions.



Week 1-2	First Contacts: Indigenous populations of the Americas and initial European exploration.
	Week 3-4
	The Columbian Exchange: The transfer of flora, fauna, disease, and culture across the Atlantic.

	Week 5-6
	Transatlantic Trade & Slavery: The economic engines driving empire expansion and the Middle Passage.

	Week 7-8
	The Age of Revolutions: Political upheaval in America, France, and Haiti connected by Atlantic networks.

	Week 1-2
	Puritan Roots vs. Chesapeake Cash: Divergent cultures in the early English colonies.

	Week 3-4
	The Enlightenment in America: European philosophy meets colonial pragmatism (Locke, Franklin, Jefferson).

	Week 5-6
	Print Culture & The Public Sphere: The role of taverns, broadsides, and newspapers in forming an American identity.

	Week 7-8
	Creating the Republic: The Constitution, Federalism, and establishing national institutions.


King Cotton: The invention of the cotton gin and the westward expansion of the plantation economy.
	Week 3-4
	The Planter Elite: Paternalism, honor culture, dueling, and the mythology of the "Cavalier."

	Week 5-6
	The Institution of Slavery: Labor systems, resistance, family structure, and slave culture.

	Week 7-8
	Yeomen & Poor Whites: The non-slaveholding majority and the complex racial/class dynamics of the South.

	Week 1-2
	Principles of Interpretation: Connecting tangibles (objects/sites) to intangibles (themes/emotions) (Tilden's Principles).

	Week 3-4
	Interpreting Difficult History: Ethical approaches to discussing slavery, conflict, and marginalized voices at historic sites.

	Week 5-6
	Living History & Costumed Interpretation: First-person vs. thirdperson interpretation techniques and historical accuracy.

	Week 7-8
	Visitor Experience Design: Assessing audience needs, accessibility, and creating engaging tour narratives.
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